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      So long 2009…!
Dear friends,                        December 2009 
 
     So, what did the Harris ministry team (i.e. 
you and us) accomplish in 2009? Let’s take a 
peek at the ministries we serve (HSI and ICE): 
 

Heart Sounds International:  
     HSI exists to help ignite 
biblically appropriate and 
culturally relevant heart 
worship in places where 
Christ-followers are restricted, 
persecuted or unknown. This 
year, HSI accomplished:  

1) Two projects in 
India. Also, two 
interns worked in 
India with HSI-
related ministry as 
part of graduate 
studies in ethno-
musicology from Liberty University. 
 

2) Three recording projects in Mongolia. 
 

3) Two projects in the Philippines. 
 

4) Two projects in Siberia – in three locations. 
 

5) A project at the 
Thailand/Myanmar border. 
 

6) One project is going on 
right now in the Middle East. 
Please pray for their safety! 

International Council of Ethnodoxologists: 
     The ICE network 
exists to encourage 
and equip Christ-
followers in every 
culture to express 
their faith through 
their own heart music and other arts. We’re 
delighted to have facilitated the following ICE 
projects in 2009: 
 

1) We secured a grant from Calvin Institute of 
Christian Worship to facilitate three large 
training events (in Texas, Minnesota and 
Virginia), where delegates learned about 
ethnodoxology applied to multi-ethnic worship. 
 

2) ICE organized a three-unit grad course on 
ethnodoxology taught by ICE teachers and 
hosted by Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 
 

3) ICE leaders wrote major 
articles on ethnodoxology 
that were published at 
CICW’s website and 
Worship Leader Magazine 
(enclosed as our Christmas 
gift to you). Check out 
Robin’s article; this went 
out to over 40,000 
subscribers. Go Robin! 
 
Robin’s Studies:  
     Robin has now completed three of the four 
needed semesters of coursework for her 
Ph.D. She just finished writing an initial draft 
of her dissertation proposal and has finalized 
her dissertation committee. 
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We praise the Lord for His blessings on:  
�  HSI’s numerous projects in 2009 
�  The new ICE training courses 

 

Please pray for: 
�  HSI trip currently in the Middle East 
�  Robin’s seminar at Urbana 
�  Robin’s continuing studies at UGA 
�  Our ministry’s financial support needs 
�

     Robin being 
a student is a 
team project; 
this summer 
we traveled 
together to 

Boston and 
Yakutia to video important interviews. Robin 
is able to use these interviews for many 
different projects, including her presentations 
at various ethnomusicology conferences (for 
both secular and Christian audiences). It’s also 
a way to “give back” to the people of Yakutia 
(they highly value these videos as they 
document something important to them). I’m 
enjoying editing and will do more in the future. 
 

 
     Over Christmas break, Robin will drive to 
Saint Louis to speak at Urbana, one of the 
world’s largest mission conferences.  Robin 
will be speaking on the topic of using music 
and the arts in mission.  

     Her goal is to encourage the next generation 
of missionaries to think in new ways about 
how to effectively encourage culturally 
appropriate church planting, first by studying a 
given culture and then by raising up churches 
that feel culturally familiar to local people 
(through inclusion of local arts).  Much 
resistance to the gospel can be bypassed when 
the gospel is freed of cultural baggage.   
 

     This is a fantiastic opportunity to make a 
difference! We hope to recruit students to 
future involvement with OM Arts, HSI and 
ICE. Please pray for her workshop and for 
good connections as she meets with delegates.   

 

     2009 was a great year! We’re grateful to 
God for His blessings on our ministry and 
grateful to you for your partnership with us!  
 

     Merry Christmas! 


